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1. INTRODUCTION AND GENERAL STANDARDS
1.1

Function of the Walton County Speed Hump Program and Ordinance

In response to numerous complaints about speeding problems in neighborhoods, the Walton
County Public Works Department (the "Department") has studied other similar communities and
how those communities have addressed residential speeding problems. One popular and cost
effective measure is the installation of speed humps. When properly designed and installed, and
with strong community support, speed humps are effective at reducing speeds in neighborhoods.
After much experimentation and testing, the use of speed humps has been formally endorsed by
transportation authorities worldwide. In the United States, a policy on the use of speed humps has
been developed by a special committee of the Institute of Transportation Engineers. The following
program and Ordinance has been established for the citizens of Walton County who want to pursue
the installation of speed humps in their neighborhoods See Appendix A of this Ordinance for a
Flowchart of Program Elements.
1.2

Street Classification

Walton County will only consider installation of speed humps on streets classified as local,
residential streets with a speed limit of 25 mph. Traffic engineering studies may indicate that speed
humps would be unnecessary or unsafe at certain locations. Data obtained from traffic engineering
studies of physical and traffic related factors should be used in determining where speed humps are
appropriate. A preliminary field investigation performed by the Department prior to the traffic
study may find that speed humps are not warranted due to existing conditions such as but not
limited to horizontal and vertical alignment, site distance, length and width of roadway.
1.3

Legal Authority

Speed humps shall be placed only by the authority of the Board of Commissioners in accordance
with the authority vested in the Board of Commissioners by O.C.G.A. §§ 32-4-40 et seq.; 36-1-20,
40-6-371.
1.4

Standardization of Application

In keeping with the general recommendation of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
(MUTCD), uniformity aids in the recognition and understanding of traffic control devices.1
Strict adherence to the standards and guidelines outlined in this Ordinance will help ensure that any
given speed hump installation will be equally recognizable and require the same action on the part
of the motorists regardless of where it is encountered.
2.

PROGRAM ELEMENTS
2.1

Initial Request From Community

The process for speed hump installation begins with letter from the community desiring speed
humps requesting a traffic study by the Department. Such letter (the "Initial Request") should
1
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come from a community representative, homeowners' association, or individual that certifies that
the request is on behalf of at least a majority of the lot owners in the subject area (such Initial
Request need not contain signatures of the majority of lot owners; rather the individual submitting
the Initial Request must certify that the request is on behalf of a majority of lot owners). Following
receipt of the Initial Request, the Department will perform a preliminary field inspection. If the
street, grade and other fixed factors do not meet the necessary requirements for speed humps, the
Initial Request will fail and no further action will be taken. If the street, grade and other fixed
factors qualify for the Speed Hump Program, the Department will notify the person or persons who
submitted the Initial Request. Then the Department shall conduct a traffic study to determine
whether the subject street meets the hereinbelow established criteria.
2.1.1 Speed Criteria
Traffic studies must find that a speeding problem exists, based on the standard of an 85th percentile
speed of at least 5 mph over the posted speed limit of 25 mph.2 The 85th percentile speed is an
excellent indicator of street character.
A.
BELOW SPEED CRITERIA - Since research has determined that speed humps reduce
85th percentile speeds to approximately 28-30 mph, installing humps on streets with an 85th
percentile below criteria speed does not meet generally accepted cost/benefit ratios, and is not
recommended. Streets with 85th percentile speeds less than 30 mph will not be considered for the
speed hump program.
B.
SPEED CRITERIA - The Walton County Public Works Department recommends limiting
the use of speed humps to residential streets where excessive speeding can be documented. Streets
with 85th percentile speeds over 35 mph will require a 70 percent approval of the homeowners in
the defined service area, via petition as described in Section 2.4. Streets with 85th percentile speeds
of 30-35 mph require a 90% approval of the homeowners in the defined service area, via petition as
described in Section 2.4.
C.
DESIGN SPEED OVER 25 MPH - The application of a speed reduction device which
lowers the 85th percentile speed more than 15 mph will tend to create a pronounced "sine wavetype" velocity profile. Such a velocity profile may be inappropriate in regards to traffic safety.
Since research has determined that speed humps reduce 85th percentile speeds to approximately
28-30 mph, installing humps on streets with design speed of 45 mph or greater is not
recommended.
2.2

Establishment of a Special Assessment District

If a street or street section meets or exceeds the speed criteria (set forth in Section 2.1 above) and
meets the street classification criteria (set forth in Section 1.2 above), the Department will create a
Special Assessment District which will consist of those properties which directly abut the street on
which the proposed speed humps will be located and that are located in the immediate vicinity of the
proposed speed humps. Properties should be excluded from Special Assessment District if the
Department determines (in its experience and discretion) that such properties would receive no, or
only a remote, benefit from the proposed speed humps. Properties should not be added to or deleted
2
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from Special Assessment Districts in an attempt to alter voting ratios.
2.3

Speed Hump Proposal

Department personnel will create a Speed Hump Proposal by planning the placement of speed
humps on streets meeting program criteria using the following guidelines3:
A. GRADE - Speed humps should not be installed on street sections with grades greater than 8%.
B. NUMBER OF HUMPS IN A SERIES - Speed humps are not to be used to slow traffic at a
given "point," but rather to reinforce a safe speed along a street or street section. For this reason, a
single hump is not recommended. Usually, a series of humps should not exceed three-quarters of a
mile. If the street or section of street on which the proposed speed humps will be located exceeds
one (1) mile, speed humps can be used in conjunction with other traffic calming devices, such as
traffic circles, thus reducing the number of speed humps necessary to achieve targeted speed
reduction.
C. SPACING - Research indicates that spacing humps between 350 and 500 feet apart is most
effective at lowering the 85th percentile speed to the targeted speed range.
D. LOCATION- The first hump in a series should normally be placed in a position where it
cannot be approached at high speed from either direction. To achieve this objective, the first hump
in a series is typically installed within 100 and 200 feet of a small-radius curve or stop sign. Care
should be taken so that humps are not placed in a location that impedes or impairs access to any
utility, manhole cover, and/or driveway cuts.
2.4

Petition for Speed Humps

Upon request, the Department will forward the Speed Hump Proposal, along with petition forms, to
the homeowners' representative. Property owners, who are interested in pursuing the installation of
speed humps, shall submit to the Department a Petition Cover Letter and a Petition Form. See
Appendix B of this Ordinance for the Petition Cover Letter and Appendix C of this Ordinance for
the Petition Form. The following rules and requirements, which will be included with the petition
forms, help ensure the fairness and integrity of the petition process:
A.
The objective of the Walton County Speed Hump Program is to provide a process
pursuant to which speed humps are installed on County maintained neighborhood roads,
where engineering studies indicate that their use would meet the desired results of reducing
neighborhood speeds and their installation is favored by a majority of the property owners
in the area.
B.
To have speed humps installed in Walton County, a petition must be submitted to
the Department. All of the property owners in the Special Assessment District should be
contacted and given an opportunity to sign the petition, indicating their approval or
disapproval concerning the installation of speed humps in the proposed location. Only the
signature of the legal owner of the property will be proper for purposes of the petition. If
3
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both husband and wife are joint legal owners, both signatures are required. A "Mr. and
Mrs." signature is not acceptable. All property owners must sign individually, including the
owners of undeveloped lots. The signature of tenants to the property shall not be
acceptable. No signature will be withdrawn from the petition after it is filed with the
Department. Each signature should also have the signature of a witness. The purpose of the
witness' signature is to verify the signatures of the property owners, if in question. The
percentages will be calculated, based on individual lots where owners sign affirmatively,
divided by the total number of lots in the Special Assessment District. Each lot shall count
as one (1) vote, regardless of the number of owners signing the petition for that lot.
Percentages of the homeowners as shown in Section 2.1 must vote in favor.
C.
The completed petition must be signed, by an authorized representative of the
subdivision, notarized, and then returned to the Department, where it will be checked
against tax records and land lot maps to insure that it meets all requirements. It will be
returned to the sender if it does not meet the requirements. Petitions that do meet the
requirements will be presented to the Commissioners at a public meeting. In the case of a
Petition that fails to meet the requirements set forth herein, property owners must wait one
year from the date of the Initial Request before requesting another study of that same
street(s).
2.5

Public Hearing before Board of Commissioners

A public hearing before the Board of Commissioners will be announced following submission of
a petition meeting the requirements set forth in Section 2.4 above. At the Public Hearing, the
petition will be approved or disapproved by the Board of Commissioners in their sole discretion
and contingent upon availability of funds for this purpose.
2.6

Miscellaneous Program Provisions
A.
The time span from receiving the petition to installation of the speed humps will
be approximately four (4) to six (6) months. It is recognized, however, that factors beyond
the County's control, may delay the installation of the speed humps.
B.
Speed hump program fee schedule is as follows: If preliminary field inspection
and the traffic study warrant speed humps, and if approved by the Board of
Commissioners, then the installation of the speed humps shall initially be funded and
installed by the Department. Thereafter, an annual fee for the installation, maintenance,
repair and removal of the speed humps shall be $20.00 per year per each lot located in the
Special Assessment District. Such assessment may be amended from time to time by the
Public Works Department, upon the written approval of the Chairman of the Board of
Commissioners and the Chief of Operations. In the event that the position of Public Works
Director is vacant, the amount of the assessment may be amended from time to time by the
Chief of Operations, upon the written approval of the Chairman of the Board of
Commissioners.
C.
The removal of speed humps may proceed or occur if the County is presented
with a petition requesting that speed humps be removed. Percentages of the homeowners
as shown in Section 2.1 must vote in favor of removing the speed humps. Such a petition
6

must be signed by property owners in accordance with the criteria set forth in Paragraph B
above, and the approval percentage will be calculated in the manner set forth in Paragraph B
above. Such a petition for speed hump removal will only be considered after speed humps
have been in place for a period of at least one (1) year after final installation. Walton
County reserves the authority to remove the speed humps at any time for reasons of safety,
changes in: regulatory requirements, laws, guidelines and any new construction. All
previously paid assessments are non-refundable upon removal of the speed humps.
D.
For subdivisions not completely built out or complete, a minimum of 60% of the
total units must be occupied before a petition for the installation of speed humps may be
considered.
3.

GENERAL INSTALLATION GUIDELINES

3.1

Installing Plastic / Rubber Speed Humps

The procedure for installing the plastic / rubber speed humps shall be as follows:
A.

Immediately prior to construction, the roadway shall be thoroughly cleaned at the
designated locations of all dirt, loose stone and other debris.

B.

The installation of the speed humps shall be the sole responsibility of the
Department to ensure compliance with design and other County specifications.

C.

The contractor shall schedule the work such that an installation at a particular
location is completed by the end of the day on which it is started.

3.2 Signs and Markings
A.

DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBILITY - The Department shall be solely and exclusively
responsible for the installation of pavement markings and traffic control signs for each
speed hump and speed zone district.

B.

DISTRICT SIGNS - The Department shall place two (2) "Speed Hump District" signs at
the beginning and end of each established district at the locations pre-marked by the
County.

C.

SPEED HUMP SIGN & ADVISORY PLATES - The Department shall install two (2)
"Speed Humps", "20 MPH Signs Ahead" at each speed hump. One set shall be on either
side of the hump in the location pre-marked by the County. Such signs shall be nine (9) feet
tall and erected within five (5) feet of the edge of the pavement.

D.

MATERIAL SUPPLY - The County will supply all signs, posts and hardware for
installation of signs required in Sections 3.2 (B) and (C) above.
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Appendix A - Flowchart of Program Elements
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Appendix B - Petition Cover Letter
Walton County Board of Commissioners
Public Works Department
303 South Hammond Drive
Monroe, Georgia 30655

PETITION FOR SPEED HUMPS
1. WE THE UNDERSIGNED, ALL BEING PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE
SUBDIVISION LEGALLY TITLED _____________________________________
UNIT(S) _________ , DO HEREBY PETITION THROUGH OUR SUBDIVISION OR
UNITS(S) FOR INSTALLATION OF SPEED HUMPS.
2. EACH OF US DOES HEREBY PLEDGE AND CONSENT TO THE LEVYING OF
LIEN BY WALTON COUNTY AGAINST PROPERTY WE OWN FOR THE PURPOSE OF
PAYMENT OF THE COST OF INSTALLING AND MAINTAINING THE SPEED HUMPS.
THERE ARE LOTS CURRENTLY EXISTING IN/ON (Subdivison Name, Unit No.
and Road names)
3. THIS PETITION REPRESENTS ___% OR MORE OF THE PROPERTY OWNERS
OF THIS SUBDIVISION TO BE AFFECTED JOIN IN THIS REQUEST. (PLEASE DO
NOT FILL IN ANY BLANK SPACES THAT APPEAR ABOVE.)
*SPECIAL NOTE*
YOUR SIGNATURE ON THIS PETITION INDICATES THAT
YOU HAVE READ AND FULLY UNDERSTAND ALL INFORMATION
CONCERNING THE SPEED HUMP PROGRAM. Additionally, each property
owner signing the accompanying Petition has signed said Petition
before a witness who shall be available to verify the signature
if necessary.
_________________________________________________
Signature of authorized representative of the subdivision

Witness
____________________________________
Signature
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Appendix C - Petition
WALTON COUNTY SPEED HUMP PROGRAM
SUBDIVISION NAME:
(Signature as appears on Tax Bill)
1._____________________________
Print Name (First, Last)
________________________________
Signature
Lot # _______
2._____________________________
Print Name (First, Last)
________________________________
Signature
Lot # _______
3._____________________________
Print Name (First, Last)
________________________________
Signature
Lot # _______
4._____________________________
Print Name (First, Last)
________________________________
Signature
Lot # _______
5._____________________________
Print Name (First, Last)
________________________________
Signature
Lot # _______

Yes No (circle one)
Witness________________________
Witness contact info______________________
Yes No (circle one)
Witness________________________
Witness contact info______________________
Yes No (circle one)
Witness________________________
Witness contact info______________________
Yes No (circle one)
Witness________________________
Witness contact info______________________
Yes No (circle one)
Witness________________________
Witness contact info______________________
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Appendix D
Speed Hump Diagram

•

High impact, high traction virgin and recycled
rubber

•

Embedded durable reflective tape

•

Interlocking tongue and groove system

•

Includes installation hardware

•

End caps for protecting section ends from wear
and tear

•

Emergency vehicle friendly

* Note: the above diagram of the speed hump is the suggested model, but the Department, in its discretion, may elect to use
variations of this style of speed hump.
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All policies, practices, resolutions, rules and regulations in conflict with this Resolution are hereby
repealed.
THIS RESOLUTION is hereby adopted this ________day of ________ 2006.
WALTON COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISIONERS
________________________________________
Kevin W. Little, Chairman
________________________________________
Clinton Ayers, District 1
________________________________________
Michael Turner, District 2
________________________________________
Vickie Gasaway, District 3
________________________________________
Lamar Palmer, District 4
________________________________________
Gerald Atha, District 5
________________________________________
John Robinson, District 6
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